WOMEN IN THE GREAT STATE

undesirable inferiority of woman to man, in mind
as well as in body, is the welfare of the race. (In
this connection one concludes that the word "race"
is used to denote only the masculine half of the
species.) The welfare of the race, we are given to
understand, demands that a woman shall live only
through and by her husband and her children; the
sacrifice to them of all her other interests and ener-
gies is a sacrifice demanded of her by Nature in
the interests of the species. ... It is obvious that
Nature does demand a sacrifice from the mothers
of the race; the sacrifice of physical suffering; but,
with regard to the other disabilities imposed upon
her, there are two or three questions which woman
is beginning to ask, and to which she has a right to
demand plain answers. They run something like
this:

How far has Society the right to increase the bur-
den that Nature has laid on her?

How far has Society the right, hitherto exercised,
to insist on a training and environment which en-
courages bodily weakness and moral and intel-
lectual dependence in women?

Is it possible to enfeeble one-half of the race and
leave the other half free to fulfil its destiny of
progress, or does man born of woman have to share
in the end the degradation he has allotted to oth-
ers?

Roughly speaking, it is expediency that will an-
swer in the end. If, in the long run, it be proved
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